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The premiere of Francisco Barbieri’s zarzuela sparkles at the Kammeroper

cember at Vienna's Kammeroper. Ile

LINGER + HAUSER OEG

VIVACIOUS LATIN ABANDON: A first-class Spanish cast delights in
the Kammeroper's production of El Barherillo de Lavapiés

A brilliant production of Francis-  berillo de Lavapiés (The Little Barber
co Barbieris Spanish zarzuela El Bar-  of Lavapiés) premiered on 13 De-

elements ol this rare jewel ol a pro-
duction, from José Fabras vibrant con-
ducting of Barbieri’s musically effer-
vescent score to Lutz E. Seelig’s clever
directing and Ferdinando Chefalo’s
charming choreography, along with
the attractive set and beautiful cos-
tumes and lighting, combine to cre-

ale a winner.

The wonderfully cast Spanish
singers, led by baritone Aliredo Gar-
cia as the picaresque, busybody bar-
ber Lamparilla and soprano Silvia
Vasquez as his seamstress inamorata
Paloma, romp vocally and dramati-
cally throughout with vivacious Latin
abandon.

Zarzuelas, which originated in the
17th century and surged in popular-
ity in the 19th, are to the Spanish-
speaking world what operettas by
Gilbert & Sullivan or Johann Strauss
are to English and German speakers,
respectively. Hundreds of the thou-
sands of zarzuelas that have been com-

posed over the years still remain in
the repertoire and have recently had-
more exposure outside Spain and
Latin America. Themes are typically
ins‘i)ired by bourgeois life, romance,
and politics, liberally laced with pop-
ular Span-
ish humor
and vitality.
El Bar-
berillo de
Lavapiés,
written
about the
same time
as Bizet’s
Carmen, is -
a story ol
love and
political in-
trigue, and
the happy
ending
makes it a
perlect
choice for

DAY

this holiday season’s entertainment.
(EPG)
Performances continne until 26
January. Tichets online:
tichet@wienerhammeroperat; or
phone 01/512 01 00 77


José Fabra
Línea poligonal
"...Todos los elementos de esta inusual joya de producción, surgida de la vibrante dirección musical que José Fabra hace de la efervescente partitura y de la inteligente dirección escénica de Lutz E. Seeling con la encantadora coreografía, junto con el atractivo conjunto de bonitos trajes e iluminación se combinan para crear un ganador...".




